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Summary of a Talk by a Non-Native Speaker
Non-Native speakers have quite an advantage with the native language when it comes to speaking, teaching and even learning over native speakers. They have a great insight into the language, meaning they underwent a learning process and mistakes to perfect the native language. They can motivate other non-native speakers by showing that it is possible to achieve high expertise in a second language through efforts of learning. This paper will summarize a talk by Arina Aminova a CIC alumnus of Russian origin speaking of her cultural experience and how it has had a positive impact on her academic and social growth as well as made her ready for high school (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oyMLNe9_Tvc).
From observation, Arina can express herself comfortably and not a self-conscious manner in a foreign language which is quite impressive. She is not just performing to demonstrate her mastery nor pretending to be a native speaker. She is using a skill that she has acquired through lots of hard work to connect with people of a culture very different from hers (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oyMLNe9_Tvc). Notably, there can be a lot of disappointments in learning a language. Still, if you enjoy the process of language learning, you are more likely to attain a comfortable level of fluency, just like Arina.
Arina has a little accent in some of her pronunciation, but the meaning of the word is the same; she pronounces the name Alumni with an accent, but her message is understood. It is evident she committed to input-based learning both intensive and extensive because the native language doesn't come within her, but from outside, that is an authentic content and from the model being the native speaker, in this case, her friends and schoolmates. For her to speak with a minimal Russian accent, it is clear that she has been talking a lot, conversing with others, listening and imitating them too (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oyMLNe9_Tvc).
The speaker stands in a good posture with hands on either side of her body, making it easier for her to make hand gestures and enhancing her message. She faces the audience and can deliver facial expressions when giving her story (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oyMLNe9_Tvc). Notably, by facing the audience, Arina makes eye contact that builds a connection with them as is seen from the audience reactions. I have had no difficulty in understanding what Arina is speaking because she was vocal enough, and every word was clear.
There was no language barrier in the speech Arina delivered because she easily spoke the native language with no need of striving to talk like a native. Arina spoke with the skills she has acquired over the time she has been in Canada. She speaks of her experience at CIC and how it has made her become a more exceptional person. Even though as a fourteen-year-old at that time, she was scared of not knowing what she wanted in life and not being able to fit in in a completely different country that had different cultures. Her experience at CIC changed her perspective of all that by becoming mature and being ready to start a new chapter in the next level (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oyMLNe9_Tvc).
I chose this as my selection because it speaks a lot of the cultural differences, especially in schools. A lot of students are of foreign nationalities, but through a school’s education system, they manage to cope and have quite an experience by the time they are graduating. Additionally, this is to prove that it is possible for a non-native speaker to speak a native language even with perfection through lots of input that includes learning through the cultures and having to live in the language. 
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